In this paper I present a narrative trajectory into self-formation and academic inquiry. Through a series of poems, as both mode of process and inquiry itself, the paper renders a complex of yearning
Prologue
When we write about ourselves, we embark on a journey whose destination may be the revelation of what we value and how we interpret reality. Language, in the general sense, whether prosaic or poetic, conveys, and, in turn, shapes our thoughts. Our thoughts are shaped, as some linguists assert, by the vocabulary and grammar of the language we speak. Language is thus important in that it "constitutes, rather, a powerful cognitive filter through which we come to view and understand" (Danesi, 2004, p. 58) ourselves in relation to the world. And, to accept the American anthropologist Edward Sapir's (1921) contention, we are, essentially, what we speak. Narrative, hence, foregrounds self-formation and the "negotiation of identity" (Florio-Ruane, 2001, p. 80) , and offers one way of reaching the self. For writing the self engages in evolving and emergent critical inquiry and self-reflection. In the process of writing the selves, narrators pose critical questions about themselves and others by revealing their inner conflicts. According to H. Richard Milner (2007) , engaging in these questions can bring to the awareness and consciousness that are "known (seen), unknown (unseen), and unanticipated (unforeseen)" (p. 395) to the selves of the narrators. In writing the selves, narrators are always reflecting about themselves in relation to others, questing, and responding to themselves and the outer world.
Exploring narrative inquiry in poetic form provides us with a more imaginative mode of cognition, poetic language being distinguished for its merits by its means. Neapolitan philosopher Giambattista Vico, in his landmark treatise of 1725, The New Science, patently describes the faculty of mind that guides our attempts to make sense of things as poetic logic. For Vico, poetic logic is expounded as a universal form of imaginative thinking that allows us to understand the world on our own terms. Through poetic narrative as a method of inquiry, I seek to demonstrate that the process to bring relevant inquiry to bear on poetic narration is potentially transformative. This is manifestly displayed in a case in point to follow. 
A Voice Reaching Out

Epilogue
I have offered a glimpse of the journey of writing myself, manifesting one of multiple ways of arriving at the question, "Who am I?" in the personal, academic, and social realms. I thus invite you, the reader, to experience the intricacies of feelings, knowing, and experience on the trajectory of narrating in poetry, serving as both research inquiry and method to conduct the inquiry. I also invite you to share, in experiencing the narrative writing of another, an imaginative act on the narrator and the narrated. Narrative inquiry, is ultimately a relational practice of understanding and transforming experience and knowledge through self-expressions and reflections calling for a corresponding interaction between self and reality. Such self-reflective inquiry can call forth self-understanding, unfolding an ontological and epistemological quest(ing).
Thus, I further suggest that the narrative approach, whether or not in poetic form, while developing an understanding of individual experience, creates an alternate perspective on the development of personhood and one's knowledge of reality, which pedagogues are bent on undertaking. Through my own journey of poetic narrating, I hope to explore the pedagogical implications that exist between the narrative paradigm and education.
